WUWM Speech to the Chinese Media on 30 August 2007
Maria Cavit, WUWM Secretary General

It is my great pleasure to be here and have the opportunity to meet the Chinese media on this

special occasion.

AR R SEAT WL AR R IR I N 21 8 55 BB 1) F (0 0 ACAT T L T

The Chinese National Agricultural Market Association (CAWA) joined the World Union in 2004
after a search for international collaborators. They found in WUWM many associates and friends
that also realise the very important role and function of markets in the food chain. As you will
know, both retail and wholesale markets are vital public services that help ensure communities
have access to safe, nutritious food at affordable prices while also helping small businesses and
food enterprises compete in a fast-changing world with many environmental and economic
challenges.
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Hosting the 25th Congress of the World Union of Wholesale Markets (WUWM) in China is one of
the many efforts our CAWA colleagues have made to provide the international wholesale market
community with important information on the situation of the agricultural market sector in the
Chinese economy. Since Chinese agricultural wholesale companies will be vital participants in the
future progress and development of international agricultural trade, the information resulting from
this congress is not only important now but also for many years to come.
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I have been very impressed with the dedication, expertise and efficiency of my colleagues here in
China in their preparations for this congress. I am sure that this congress will be an event that
WUWM members proudly remember well into the future. It is clear from the participation of 32
countries in this congress, that Chinese markets have much to offer to the future of the global
agricultural sector.
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The World Union has members from all types of food markets: large and small, retail and
wholesale, working together to educate decision makers on the importance of local food markets,



while developing new ways to modernize infrastructure and technology, increase logistical
efficiency, and improve sanitation, food handling and storage. Our members are dedicated to
improving the ways that global food markets support the production and delivery of food products
to citizens around the world.
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Today’s leaders in the management of the world’s food supply chain are facing formidable
challenges. The world’s growing economy continues to make increasing demands on their abilities
to efficiently and effectively manage today’s global food supply chain. As fisheries shrink, as the
demand for grain increases, as forests continue to be destroyed, as farming soils erode, as
temperatures rise, and as irrigation water tables fall, we will all be challenged on an international
scale to meet the world’s food demands like never before in history.
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As the world’s economy continues to outpace our planet’s natural resources, food supply chain

professionals must increase their efforts to improve the ways in which we produce and deliver
food to all citizens of the world.
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It is important to the future efficiency of our global food supply chain and local economies that
our leaders understand how best to use our earth’s natural resources and limit the environmental
pressures that exist. Being aware, for example, that we can be more effective in the transportation
of product, and understanding that often there is no need to transport food from one country to
another if that same food product can be safely and efficiently grown, produced or harvested
locally.
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One of the most effective links in the global food supply chain is the world’s food markets, which
exist in all sizes and function in a variety of ways. Markets not only give small businesses,
caterers, processors, growers, farmers and independent retailers an opportunity to prosper and
compete, but they can promote food safety and hygiene standards and control also. Markets have
also many social benefits such as health, employment, ensuring continuity of supply, and
facilitating quality control monitoring. In this way, WUWM is committed to working towards
establishing a global network of trading links between members.
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We always emphasize the importance of a market having its own local identity. It reflects the
diversity of the global market. It is good to see that Chinese agricultural wholesale markets have
their own strong character. As China is large and highly populated, people from each province
have their own customs and dinning pattern and such diversity gives the Chinese wholesale
market a great opportunity to be a central hub for food distribution.
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I understand it is only 30 years since markets started dominating the Chinese economy. The
Chinese agricultural wholesale market has developed for only 20 years. It is understandable that
the ‘baby’ market is technically less advanced and managerially less well organized. However, we
all know that the Chinese are fast and smart learners. They learned much from the west and have
applied chain management, information techniques and ‘green’ techniques to their existing market
management. Their pace is surprisingly fast.
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The upcoming 25th Congress of the World Union of Wholesale Markets will be well attended and
enjoy a positive impact. The Chinese Ministry of Commerce and other government departments
have also provided good support. During the past year we have been discussing the congress
session topics with our Chinese colleagues, making sure that they are of interest to both the
Chinese and international delegates. In the end we decided to focus discussions on the recent
developments of the global food chain and the role of markets, assessing how these factors will
influence the global food chain of the future. I am confident this congress will successfully draw
the attention of global food markets and decision-makers to the many important developments
taking place here in China. Thank you.
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