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Respected Mr.Huang Hai

Assistant Minister of the Ministry of Commerce of the People’s Republic of China, 
Respected Mr. Donald Darnall 
Chairman of the World Union of Wholesale Markets (WUWM)
Madam Maria Cavit, 

Secretary General of the World Union of Wholesale Markets (WUWM)
Distinguished guests, and friends from the media,

Good morning! We warmly welcome you, our old and new friends to participate in this press conference.
First of all, on behalf of China Agricultural Market Association (CAWA), the sponsoring organization of the 25th World Union of Wholesale Markets (WUWM) Congress to be held in Beijing in 2007, I sincerely express our thanks to the assistant Minister Huang Hai, Chairman Donald Darnall, Secretary General Maria Cavit; owing to your vigorous support, we have the honor to sponsor this international congress in Beijing. I must also express our thanks to the journalistic circle of friends here, thank you for your attention and support to the congress and to the sponsoring organization.
Under the recommendation and support of the Ministry of Commerce of the People‘s Republic of China, in September of 2005, and on behalf of the China National Agricultural Wholesale Market Association (CAWA) - members of the World Union of Wholesale Markets – we have successfully applied for the right to host the World Union of Wholesale Markets (WUWM) 25th Congress.
Since the beginning of the 1980s, under the government's guidance and policy support, Chinese agricultural product wholesale markets have experienced a growth process from the ground up to the booming development of today. Now these markets have become the main channel of our country’s agricultural product circulation. Many years of experience have proven that agricultural product wholesale markets play an enormously positive role in safeguarding the supply of safe food to cities, stimulating agricultural product circulation, impelling agriculture industrialization, promoting the development of correlated industries, and allowing those in lesser economic circumstances to make applied and successful effort to increase their earnings. This has already shown itself to be an effective way to solve the "poverty, countryside and agricultural" problems. However, in the process of Chinese modernization, urbanization and global trade integration, the agricultural product wholesale markets are also facing the domestic consumers’ increasing demand to gradually lift the level of food quality safety and accept the pressure of competition through international agricultural product trade. Now Chinese agricultural product wholesale markets urgently need a comprehensive upgrade and reconstruction. “Goes out, introduces in" we see studying the foreign advanced experience, lifting the international image and competitive strength of Chinese agricultural product wholesale markets; all these things have become the imminent tasks in the Chinese agricultural product circulation field.
Now we are in the late transition-period after China joined WTO, and the country’s entrance greatly opens us to the world. In this time in China sponsoring the World Union of Wholesale Market (WUWM) Congress is a good chance, not only to allow us to “introduce ourselves” in internationally advanced management technology and experience, but it also allows for our enterprises and products to be exported.
As the nationwide professional association of Chinese agricultural product wholesale markets, China Agricultural Wholesale Market Association has grown together with Chinese wholesale markets for more than 20 springs and autumns. China Agricultural Wholesale Market Association (CAWA) has established good relations with correlated government departments and national agricultural product wholesale markets, numerous dealers and enterprises. Through significant work, the association has played a crucial role between government and enterprises, becoming the assistant of government and the home of enterprise; and furthermore, becoming the best carrier for China wholesale markets to open up to foreign countries and move outwards in the world. In view of this, the Ministry of Commerce of the People’s Republic of China especially recommended our association to apply to sponsor this grand meeting on behalf of China. 
This congress will be held in September 2007 at Beijing International Convention Center. At that time, the global apex wholesale markets and ‘heavyweight’ businessmen in the circulation field will gather in Beijing to study "The modern wholesale market development tendency", research and impel third generation wholesale market development, discussing cooperation and development among markets. The congress will take "innovation, cooperation, development" as main subject areas, it will also stage a series of activities including forums, discussions, exhibitions, and introduction of information and issues.
We plan to invite concerned leaders of the State Council, central ministries and commissions, local governments; domestic and foreign senior experts, and high-class managers of enterprises to ensure thorough discussions on "The modern wholesale market development tendency". We shall summarize the present situation of international wholesale market development, share their managerial experiences and technical achievements with world market experts. We shall also discuss topical issues in the current process of world wholesale market development, forecasting development trends of international wholesale markets in the years to come.
Secondly, in organizing business contact and exchange, we plan to organize 500 domestic wholesale markets and traders whose annual turnovers are beyond a hundred million RBM Yuan to make business contact and exchange with international apex wholesale markets and dealers. Let this congress truly become a gala for the world wholesale market sector.
Thirdly, we will be holding a meeting to introduce investment projects in the Chinese agricultural product circulation field, which is a bi-directional introduction meeting. On the one hand we shall introduce the investment projects of domestic wholesale markets to foreigners, on the other hand the international wholesale market logistics distribution programs and food safety control technology will be introduced to our national colleagues. Through the demonstration of the construction of agricultural product modern circulation systems, the achievements gained in aspects of agricultural product quality safety as well as new facilities and equipment, new products and technology, new planning design of Chinese and foreign wholesale markets and correlated industries, we shall provide more business opportunities and build the trade service platform to the wholesale markets, suppliers, retail merchandisers, chain enterprises and logistics distribution enterprises, making it possible for the wholesale markets to seek suppliers and service business which have more  characteristics in aspects of planning, design, facilities and equipment, network systems, upgrading and reconstruction, commodity structure, etc.
Furthermore, we will be holding an exhibition of Chinese characteristic products. We shall "demonstrate achievement, impel exchange, promote trade" as the main subject to fully demonstrate Chinese characteristic products to the world, comprehensively showing domestic organic foods, green foods, and famous, specialty and superior products to overseas traders, letting the overseas participants better know Chinese characteristic products and return home with satisfaction. 
We will be issuing a Chinese agricultural wholesale market index system and Chinese agricultural wholesale market management index system. China Agricultural Wholesale Market Association will cooperate with related colleges and universities and senior experts to formulate a Chinese wholesale market index and management index. These two indexes will quantify standards at the management level in the field, which are measurable, comparable, and possible to monitor. These have great significance for professional development.
It is the first time that China will sponsor the World Union of Wholesale Markets Congress. With the help of this congress, we shall build a long-term international cooperation platform, establish a mechanism for cooperation, and generate a lasting force to impel the unceasing development of Chinese industry and agriculture. Through modernization, standardization, and by lifting the standards of Chinese circulation, we may impel the industrialization, standardization, and intensification of Chinese agriculture. In line with the spirit of impelling global bulk circulation, we shall treasure the opportunity of this international congress, truly promoting international exchange and cooperation, learning from foreign colleagues, at the same time helping Chinese enterprises and products be exported. 
(Friends!) Today, we are facing the rapid steps of global market integration and we must turn that pressure into power. We need not only to lift our management levels, but also ensure our products walk out of the country’s gate. 
Sponsoring the World Union of Wholesale Market Congress in China will be advantageous in introducing the advanced management technology and experience of international wholesale markets, as well as other related information into China, raising the management level of our country’s wholesale markets, speeding up the process of upgrading and reconstructing our wholesale markets, strengthening the international competitive force and influencing the Chinese agricultural product wholesale industry, establishing a modern circulation platform rail connected with the international market. It is also advantageous to impel the setting up of agricultural product brands, as well as the standardization, industrialization and high tech development of Chinese agricultural products, at the same time promoting scientific development of the correlated industries of agricultural products. It is further advantageous to implement the strategy of export, promoting the development of the foreign trade of our country’s agricultural products, enabling more Chinese superior agricultural products to be exported out of the country and into the international market.
We believe that having the central leader's concern, having the active participation of the colleagues of the World Union of Wholesale Markets, having vigorous support from the media and other social circles, we can make the World Union of Wholesale Markets 25th Congress a successful and splendid meeting. 
Thank you all!
