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It is a great personal and professional honor and privilege to be here in Beijing, China. My home state of Maryland has long maintained an excellent trade relationship with China, and was the first of the United States to open an office in this country in 1996. That mission was an excellent opportunity to create ongoing international relationships; letting business leaders in China know that Maryland, USA is committed to expanding its relationships with Asia.
As the current Chairman of the World Union of Wholesale Markets, I am honored and pleased to be here with our Secretary General, Maria Cavitt, as guests of Mr. Ma and CAWA. Over the next few days we will continue working together on the development of our program for the 25th Congress of the World Union of Wholesale Markets scheduled to occur in September 2007.

Today’s leaders in the management of the world’s food supply chain are facing formidable challenges. The world’s growing economy continues to make increasing demands on their abilities to efficiently and effectively manage today’s global food supply chain. As fisheries shrink, as the demand for grain increases, as forests continue to be destroyed, as farming soils erode, as temperatures rise, and as irrigation water tables fall we will all be challenged on an international scale to meet the world’s food demands like never before in our history.
According to Lester R. Brown, president of the Earth Policy Institute, the world’s economy has tripled in the last 50 years, but our earth’s natural life-support systems have remained essentially the same. Our global use of water has tripled, while our capacity to produce fresh water has changed very little.
As the world’s economy continues to outpace our planet’s natural capacities, food supply chain professionals must increase their efforts to improve the ways in which we produce and deliver food to all citizens of the world. 

It is important to the future efficiency of our global food supply chain and local economies that our state and local leaders understand the waste of our earth’s natural resources caused by any food supply chain that supports the transportation of food products from one country to another when that same food product can be grown, produced or harvested locally.
One of the most effective links in the global food supply chain is the world’s food markets, which exist in all sizes and function in a variety of ways.   

One of today’s significant challenges for food market operators and managers is the education of state and local leaders on the important role of food markets in preserving local culture, providing significant local employment, supporting individuals, farmers, fishermen, and small businesses engaged in locally harvested and produced food products while at the same time helping to preserve our world’s natural resources. 
The World Union of Wholesale Markets is an international organization that consists of food market professionals from all parts of the world. A major goal of our organization is the creation of a network of opportunities to learn about trends affecting the global food supply chain and how these trends may impact the various regions of the world. 
The World Union has members from all types of food markets; big and small, retail and wholesale, working together to educate the world’s leaders on the importance of local food markets, while developing new ways to implement technology, increase logistics efficiencies, and improve sanitation, and improve food handling and storage. Our members are dedicated to improving the ways in which the world’s food markets can support the production and delivery of food products to all citizens of the world. 

Over the next several days we will be working on our Congress program, ensuring a focus on the developing food supply chain in China, the role of its food markets and how these trends will impact the global food supply chain. We are excited and looking forward to this opportunity to focus the world’s food market community’s attention on the developments currently taking place in China.
I wish to thank everyone responsible for organizing this event and I specifically thank Mr. Ma and CAWA for their support and willingness to host our 25th Congress of the World Union of Wholesale Markets in September 2007.  
